
Lesson 4

• I CAN make a responsible decision about 
providing for a pet for its entire life.



Review

• Remember our last I CAN statement?
• I can make sure my pet is healthy and safe; I can be 

safe around dogs and cats?

• Do your pets have a current rabies shot?

• Are your pets being treated to prevent 
heartworm and fleas and ticks?



Activity 1

Safety for you 

and your pet 

worksheet.
• Fill in the blanks 

using the words in 
the Word Bank.

• Cross off each 
word as you use it.

• There will be four 
extra words.

• Can you form a 
sentence with 
them?



Activity 2

Dollars and Sense:
• Can we afford

a pet?
• Which kind

of pet fits
our family
budget?  

Making a good sense decision

One thing to 

think about 

is cost.



If not a puppy, 
then maybe 
another kind of 
pet or maybe no 
pet at all?

Sometimes, not 
getting a pet for 
now is the best 
decision.

Things to 
consider 



Dogs who are a 
mix of 

different 
breeds make 

wonderful pets 
too.

Check out the 
local shelters.

Save a life!



Activity 3     GOOD NEWS!
A Tale of 

Two Pets

Pit bulls and 
black pets are 
often passed 
over at the 
shelter but 
Snowball and 
Barney were 
both adopted!

YAY! 



Activity 4

Things you’ll need 

for your new pet
Pets cost money.

Can you think of ways to 
save money on some of the 
items on this list?

Which items are ongoing 
expenses?  Circle items 
you need to buy every 
week or every month.



10 YEARS



10 YEARS



11 YEARS



14 YEARS



16 YEARS



17 YEARS



17 YEARS



21 YEARS



Activity 5:   Make your best guesses!



Activity 5

An animal’s lifespan is a VERY 
IMPORTANT thing to 
consider before adopting.

A responsible pet owner 
promises to care for a pet as 
long as it lives.

Use these lifespans to 
complete the next activity.  



Activity 6   How long pets live
How old would you be if you owned a small dog for its entire life?

How about a pony?



Activity 7

Depending on their size, cats 
and dogs age at different rates 
than we do.

If you have a medium sized 10-
year-old dog, your dog is not 
young, like you.  He’s like a 66-
year-old senior citizen!

OFF THE CHARTS!
The oldest cat in the world:  
“Crème Puff”, a 38-year-old 
tabby cat.

The oldest dog in the world:
“Bluey”, a 29-year-old  
Australian Cattle Dog. 



Activity 8

I CAN Statement

Review the I CAN 
statements for

Lessons 1 - 4 and 
think about all you 
have learned so 
far. 



Pet Responsibility Word List

Adopt

Cents

Environment

Expensive

Identification

Lifespan

Microchip

Purebred 

Rescue

Sense

Time
Consuming

Can you explain what

each of the words in this

list means?


