
LESSON 2

I CAN help stop pet 
overpopulation in our county



Review
• Previous I CAN statement

• I CAN be a responsible pet owner
• What did you learn that was new to you?  For example, did 

you know where a microchip can be found on a dog or cat? 

• Ticket Out the Door
• Did you remember to include specific adjectives like 

“nutritious” and “fresh”? 

• Crossword Puzzle
• Check your answers – on the next slide 

• Congratulations if you got it all right!

• What is the difference between a pet and a wild 
animal?  





Activity 1:  Spay and Neuter 

• What do the words spay, neuter and 
fixed mean?
 There is an operation performed only by a 

veterinarian that prevents dogs and cats having 
puppies and kittens.  

 The word “spay” refers to the operation for 
female pets. The term “neuter,” while usually 
used for male pets, can be used to describe
the operation for either female or male pets.  
Sometimes people just
say “fixed” for both males and females.



Remember 
these 
reasons so
that you can
tell others 
why they 
should 
make an
appointment
to get their 
pet fixed! 



Activity 2

OverPUPulation

and 

MultipliCATion

On the next two slides, look how 
quickly the population gets

out of control!



If a family has two cats
that they have not fixed
and they let them roam 
outdoors, how many 
kittens would need
homes in just one year?

Wow!  It’s a lot of work 
to find good homes for 
that many kittens, isn’t 
it?! 



How would you start a 
conversation with 
someone to encourage 
them to spay or neuter 
their pet?

Fill in the numbers of 
litters that a dog and cat 
can have in one year.

Use this information to 
help you with your 
conversation!



Activity 3 A Tale of Two Pets
Snowball and 
Barney were
lucky to end up 
at the shelter 
where they were 
safe and at least
had a chance
of finding a new 
forever home.

Even so, Barney 
was afraid and 
nervous in the 
shelter.

The staff at the 
shelter found 
out Snowball 
was pregnant! 



Snowball and 
the Flakes!

Snowball went to a 
foster home where she
gave birth to TWELVE 
puppies!

Cute as they were, 
there were now 13 
dogs to find homes 
for!

Snowball felt safe and 
cared-for in her 
foster home where she 
waited for her new 
home.



Activity 4
The blue bar represents ALL the fourth 

graders in Moore County. That’s a lot of kids!
Look at how much taller the first red bar is –
that represents the huge number of pets who 
ended up at The Animal Center in 2010 – the

county shelter – like Snowball and Barney.Now look at the 
second red bar.
Is it a lot shorter?
YES!  That’s 
because by 2018 
there were less 
pets ending up at 
the shelter.
The fourth graders
had been spreading
the word and people 
were getting their 
pets fixed!
The more pets are
fixed, the less pets
in the shelter!



Activity 4 With less pets to find homes for, more pets are saved!



Activity 5
Animal Center/Spay Neuter Clinic/Emergency Vet Trifold 
Brochure

Here you have lots 
of information about 

places in Moore 
County that help

our animals. 

This is a valuable 
resource for you and 
your family.  Keep it 

in a safe place 
where you can find 
it easily when you 

need it. 





SIGN ON 15-501



Activity 6
There is also a lot 

of important 
information on the 

back of the PRC 
folder.



Activity 7

• What should you do if you lose or find a pet?
• What can you do to make sure the YOUR pet will get 

home if he or she is lost?

• What should you do if YOU FIND a lost pet?



Activity 8
Speuter Story – enter to win a free spay or neuter for your

pet or the pet of someone you know.

X



Pet Responsibility Word List

CATastrophe

Euthanasia

Female

Foster

Male

MultipliCATion

Neuter

OverPUPulation

Population

Spay

Suffer

Veterinarian

Can you explain what

each of the words in this

list means?



Homework

• Share what you are learning with friends and 
family.

• Find out if your pets are spayed or neutered.

• Take a current photo of your pets.

• Begin writing your Speuter Story…… hand in by 
Lesson Five.


